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Arizona Governor Asked To Name Rare Breed as Honorary State Heritage Horse
TUCSON — The Colonial Spanish Horse has been a part of Arizona’s history since 1540 when Francisco Cononado crossed the land now known as Arizona on these sturdy horses from Spain.  Father Eusebio Francisco Kino,”The Padre on Horseback”, built 22 missions from Northern Mexico to Arizona and credited much of his success to the stamina of the Colonial Spanish Horse.  Father Kino established a breeding program for the Colonial Spanish Horses and many of these horses were brought to Arizona for use by the ranchers, farmers, and Native Americans. 

Called the World's Noblest Horse, the Colonial Spanish Horse is an extraordinary breed, with North African Berber origins. This agile desert breed was crossed with the Iberian horses of Spain and Spanish Jennet horses, resulting in a regal yet versatile breed.  The Colonial Spanish Horse became the horse of choice among early Spanish settlers, later the Mexican vaqueros and ultimately the cowboy.  
The Colonial Spanish Horse is the foundation breed for many of the North American Horse breeds such as the American Quarter Horse and the American Paint Horse.  The practice of using the Colonial Spanish Horses to create or improve other horse breeds has nearly resulted in extinction.  Their salvation is largely due to the efforts of the Spanish Mustang Registry, The Spanish Barb Horse Association, the Bureau of Land Management, and other concerned individuals.  Many of the strains of the Colonial Spanish Horse have been declared as endangered by the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy.  
To honor the historical importance of the Colonial Spanish Horses, Arizona’s Colonial Spanish Horse Project has contacted Governor Jan Brewer’s office and requested that the Colonial Spanish Horse receive Honorary Designation as the Arizona State Heritage Horse.  The Arizona Colonial Spanish Horse Project’s efforts for an Arizona State Heritage Horse has the support of American Livestock Breeds Conservancy, the American Quarter Horse Association, County Line Riders of Catalina, Marshall Trimble (the Official Arizona State Historian), Rex Allen Jr., the Santa Cruz Valley Heritage Alliance, Spanish Barb Horse Association, and the Spanish Mustang Registry.  They also have a petition of support with over 300 signatures from local residents.
The entire proclamation and detailed information on the Arizona State Heritage Horse can be seen on the Arizona Colonial Spanish Horse Project’s website www.arizonahorseproject.com.

