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Lawmakers to consider bill to officially name Arizona state horse
TUCSON — Arizona’s Colonial Spanish Horse Project is proud to support a bill that will contribute to the richness of our state’s history and culture. 

House Bill 2634 designates the Colonial Spanish Horse as the official state horse of Arizona. 

“The Colonial Spanish Horse has played an integral role in the birth of this state,” said Maureen Kirk-Detberner, Arizona’s Colonial Horse Project Manager. “Our goal is to ensure that Arizona’s history is honored and preserved by officially naming the Colonial Spanish Horse the state’s horse.” 

The Colonial Spanish Horse has played an iconic role in Arizona’s early history. In 1540, explorer Francisco Coronado crossed into Arizona on these horses.  Later, Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, also known as “The Padre on Horseback,” built 22 missions spanning from Northern Mexico to Arizona. Father Kino attributed much of the success of his missions to the stamina of his Colonial Spanish Horse.

Today, the descendants of the Colonial Spanish Horses in Arizona live on in the Cerbat horses, Native American horses and the Wilbur-Cruce horses. 

”Recognizing the Spanish Colonial Horse as the state horse reminds all of us of our state’s history.  This is especially important as we get closer to our centennial celebrations.” said Rep. Patricia Fleming, D-Sierra Vista (District 25).
 
Sponsors of HB 2634 include: Rep. Nancy Young Wright (LD-26), Rep. Patricia Fleming (LD-25), Sen. Jonathan Paton (LD-30), Rep. Daniel Patterson (LD-29), Rep. Jack Brown (LD-5), Rep. Chad Campbell (LD-14), Rep. Rep. Anna Tovar (LD-13), Rep. Lynne Pancrazi (LD-24), Rep. Cloves Campbell (LD-16), Rep. Steve Farley (LD-28), Rep. Frank Antenori (LD-30), Rep. Bill Konopnicki  (LD-5).

“By honoring these horses, we honor the importance of horses in the past and current history of Arizona,” said Rep. Nancy Young Wright, D-Tucson (District 26), a sponsor of the bill.  The end.

