December 17, 2009

Arizona Colonial Horse Project

Attn: Maureen Kirk-Detberner

P.O. Box 69370

Oro Valley, AZ 85755

Dear Ms Kirk-Detberner,






On behalf of the Spanish Barb Breeders Association I heartily support the Arizona Horse Project and its recommendation to select the Colonial Spanish Horse as the official State Horse of Arizona.

The Colonial Spanish Horse, a term used to represent all genetic strains of this ancient breed, was an essential component in the development of what is now Arizona.  This horse was first brought to the Pimeria Alta, an area consisting of southern Arizona and northern Sonora, by the Jesuit priest Eusebio Kino. Kino was also the first to teach animal husbandry and agriculture to the native people of this area.  Kino, known as the "Padre on horseback", rode from his Mission/ Rancho Dolores near Magdelena, Sonora into what is now Arizona to establish his "string of pearls", the missions located along the Santa Cruz river valley culminating in the San Xavier mission also known as the "white dove of the desert", which still stands as living testament to Arizona's history.

The Colonial Spanish Horse is another living remnant of Arizona's past.  This breed is still considered critically rare by the American Livestock Breeds Conservancy and is being enthusiastically preserved by knowledgeable breeders.

This horse is historically and genetically unique and figures strongly in the ancestors of most American breeds. Their traits including a winning temperament and keen intelligence coupled with the hardiness developed by the selective hand of nature make this breed the logical horse to represent Arizona.  

It is therefore fitting that this rare breed be selected to represent and commemorate the Arizona Centennial Celebration.

Sincerely,
Steve Dobrott
President
Spanish Barb Breeders Association
