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State horse has ties to our area
CHEER: Horse and area history go together

We’re not much for state flowers, trees, reptiles and such. So when it came time this past week for state lawmakers to consider naming an official state horse, we weren’t too excited.

But will give kudos for this one 

As explained by local Rep. Pat Fleming, D-Sierra Vista, so designating the colonial Spanish horse makes sense since it made its appearance in the San Pedro Valley in 1540 with Coronado’s expeditionary force.

Later, in the 1600s, Father Eusebio Kino brought the horses — along with other livestock — into southern Arizona.

According to Marjorie Dixon of the Dixon Ranch located in the Dragoon Mountains, the colonial Spanish horse “is the foundation for many modern breeds,” including the American quarterhorse.

That ranch and one up by Kingman are the only places the horse can now be found in the state.

Given its link to our area’s history, we say everyone should saddle up in support of this designation.

